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TEMA:    PRESENTACIÓN  DE  LA  SOLICITUD  DE MÉXICO 
PARA INGRESAR AL ACUERDO DE WASSENAAR 

17 DE JUNIO DE 2011 
SUBSECRETARIA DE INDUSTRIA Y COMERCIO  

Líneas discursivas  
 

Lorenza Martínez Trigueros 
Subsecretaria de Industria y Comercio 

 
 
Ambassador Veronika Kuchynova Smigolová, Acting President of the 
Wassenaar Arrangement, 
 
Ambassador Bernhard Marfurt, Former President of the Wassenaar 
Arrangement, 
 
Ambassador Thomas Greminger, Elected President of the Wassenaar 
Arrangement, 
 
Ambassador Sunne Danielson, Head of Secretariat of the Wassenaar 
Arrangement, 
 
Most distinguished Ambassadors, 
 
On behalf of the Mexican Government, I am pleased to present, a formal 
application to be admitted as a Participating State of the Wassenaar 
Arrangement on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods 
and Technologies. 
 
To show our strong commitment to join the Wassenaar Arrangement, the 
Mexican Delegation here today is composed not only by representatives of 
our Embassy and Diplomatic Mission, but also by members of the Ministry 
of Foreign Relations’ and the Ministry of Economy’s central offices. 
Furthermore, we are also joined by industry representatives that already 
manufacture significant quantities of dual-use goods in Mexico to export 
throughout the world. 
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Mexico has been a strong advocate of disarmament and non-proliferation 
policies and instruments that contribute to the reinforcement of 
international peace, security and stability. As such, Mexico is interested in 
the Wassenaar Arrangement, because of its key role in reinforcing existing 
controls for weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems, 
and its contribution in strengthening international cooperation. 
 
Our country shares the interest of the international community in 
promoting the safety and security of their citizens through the prevention of 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, their components and 
delivery systems, as well as advanced conventional arms. 
 
In addition to the supporting documentation attached to this application 
allow me to share with you some elements to support Mexico’s fulfillment 
of the criteria for membership to the WA. 
 
First, Mexico is a key actor in global trade being a producer and exporter of 
relevant industrial goods. We have large export-oriented manufacturing 
facilities in the country, in many sectors such as aeronautics and aerospace, 
electronics, machinery and equipment, telecommunications and automotive 
parts. The Mexican exports on the mentioned sectors were 189 billion 
dollars in 2010. Mexico is the largest recipient of foreign direct investment 
in the aerospace field and is the main auto parts supplier for the US market. 
Currently more than 4% of the total export licenses granted for controlled 
goods by the US Government have Mexico as its destination. 
 
 

Mexico:  High technology industry 
 
 

 High-technology products have been one of the most dynamic 
components of international trade over the past decade, and represent 
around 40% of the total trade of manufacturing products. Among the 
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activities classified as high-technology, there are aeronautics, 
automotive and auto parts and electronics. 

 

 According to OECD figures, Mexican high-technology exports grew on 
average 10.2% over the past decade, higher than the average rate 
registered by the member countries of the OECD. 

 

 Among the 15 countries with higher growth in high technology exports, 
Mexico is located in the 9th place, above countries such as Russia, 
France, United States, United Kingdom and Japan. 

 

 Exports of high technology in Mexico represent 55% of total exports, 
including mechanical appliances industries; machinery and electrical 
equipment; automotive and auto parts industry as well as the 
aerospace industry. 

 
Electronic Sector  

 

 It is Mexico´s main export industry, in 2010 had external sales by 
71,133 million dollars, 19.3% above those recorded in 2009. 

 

 On the world market of high-technology electronic goods, Mexico is 
the largest producer of smart phones; the second largest exporter of 
TVs; the third exporter of refrigerators; the fifth exporter of cell 
phones; and the seventh global exporter of computers. 

 

 97% of the TVs production is of new technology (LCD, plasma, or 
organic light screen). Mexico is the leading supplier of United States, 
25% of domestic consumption in that country. 

 
Automotive Sector 
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 Mexico is one of the largest auto producers in the world with 
considerable scope for expansion of its domestic and foreign markets.  

 

 In 2010, Mexico was the ninth new vehicle producer, with 2.3 million 
units. This volume meant an annual grow rate of 53.3%.  

 

 Mexico already has its first car designed and produced in our country. 
The MXT sports car will be sold in Mexico and Europe from 2012. 

 

 Mexico is an export oriented industry, where important clusters have 
been developed. It is the sixth largest exporter of cars. 

 

Aerospace Sector 

 

 The aerospace sector in Mexico is comprised of 232 companies: 72.1. % 
manufacturing, 12.2% maintenance and repair (MRO), and 17.7% 
engineering and design. Twice as many companies with regard to 
recorded in 2006. 

 

 The aerospace industry employs more than 30,000 people in 17 
Mexican States. 

 

 In 2010 the aerospace industry exports were 3,266 million dollars, an 
increase of 29.5% over 2009. Total imports of the aerospace sector in 
2010 were $ 2,865 million, an increase of 32% over 2009. 

 

 The aerospace sector has shown a surplus in the trade balance, 
reaching an average of 500 million dollars annually in the 2006-2010 
period. 
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 Mexico is the ninth supplier of aerospace products into United States, 
above countries such as China, Korea, Australia and Spain. 

 

 The growth of the aerospace industry in Mexico comes from a 
technological and industrial base generated in other sectors such as the 
automotive. 

 
Second, Mexico has been an active Party in several international 
Agreements related to non proliferation: 
 

 Since January 21st, 1969, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
 

 Since April 8th, 1974, the Biological and Toxicological Weapons 
Convention. 
 

 And since 29th, August 1994, the Chemical Weapons Convention. 
 

In those days the mechanism to regulate goods were by administrative 
notices issued directly by the proper authority as instruction to Customs 
facilities. 
 
Since then, and in order to meet our commitments on nonproliferation and 
weapons control, we have published and implemented several Decrees 
which regulate international trade of conventional, nuclear, biological and 
toxicological, as well as chemical, weapons and materials. Mexican 
authorities control the international trade of goods through: 
 

 The Decree regarding goods whose import or export is subject to 
regulation by the Ministry of National Defense (published for the first 
time on November 25th, 2002, amended in June 30th, 2007), for 
conventional weapons for national security reasons. 
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 The Decree regarding goods whose import and export is subject to 
authorization by the Ministry of Energy (firstly published on June 27th, 
1994, amended in June 30th, 2007) to control the international trade of 
nuclear materials listed in international nuclear regulations. 
 

 The Decree regarding goods whose import and export is subject to 
regulation by agencies that make up the Commission for the Control of 
the Process and Use of Pesticides, Fertilizers and Toxic Substances 
(originally published on August 29th, 1994, and modified August 19th, 
2010) to control the chemical weapons included in the Rotterdam 
Convention. 

 

 The Decree regarding goods whose import and export is subject to 
authorization by the Ministry of Health (published on December 27th, 
1995, amended in September 27th, 2007) to control the international 
trade of biological and toxicological materials. 

 
Third, in addition to the aforementioned regulations, and to deal with 
industrial goods and products not previously covered, the Government of 
Mexico implemented regulations and procedures to prevent the 
unauthorized transfer, reexport, transit, or transshipment of controlled 
strategic goods, software and technologies, as described in the Wassenaar 
Arrangement’s dual use list and munitions list, by means of publication in 
the Official Mexican Gazette of the Decree that establishes the requisite of a 
prior license granted by the Ministry of Economy for export of munitions, 
parts and components thereof, dual-use goods, software and technologies 
that could be diverted for the proliferation and manufacture of conventional 
arms and weapons of mass destruction. Under this Decree, exports of 
controlled goods will only take place under a license granted by Ministry of 
Economy, subject to certain conditions. 
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This Decree implements in Mexican regulation the Wassenaar Arrangement 
Control Lists, and its export control system. 
 
It is important to underline the Mexico’s commitment to security and non-
proliferation objectives is consistent with our efforts to facilitate trade. For 
that reason all the aforementioned regulations (for conventional, nuclear, 
chemical, biological and dual-use items) will be administered through our 
national electronic single window system, which will start to operate this 
year. 
 
We hope, distinguished Ambassadors, that this information, together with 
the supporting documentation attached to this letter would be sufficient to 
allow Participating States to the Wassenaar Arrangement to accept Mexico’s 
request to join you as a Member. 
 
The membership of Mexico in the Wassenaar Arrangement, will reinforce 
our determination to contribute actively in the global efforts to eliminate 
threats to international peace and security. 
 
Please receive, Madame Ambassador, the assurances of my highest and 
most distinguished consideration. 
 


