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We are pleased to present the 2009-2010 Canada-Mexico Partnership Annual Report, 
which details the key developments and accomplishments of the past year under this 
important bilateral mechanism.  
 
Since its creation in 2004, the CMP has fostered the expansion of networks between 
our governments, our business sectors and our academic and research communities, 
and has created a forum for productive dialogue on vital issues of competitiveness and 
economic development in both countries. The CMP continues to have at its heart the 
goals of collaboration, flexibility and delivery of very pragmatic results.  
 
During this past year, the CMP has once again proven its value in helping advance 
Canada-Mexico interests in concrete ways. From tackling agro-business issues related 
to beef, horticulture and livestock genetics, to developing practical actions in dealing 
with climate change – from enhancing Canadian access to a pool of capable labourers 
to promoting greener construction and housing industries – and from creating linkages 
between Canadian and Mexican automotive and aerospace industries to building an 
inventory of bilateral human capital and research initiatives, the CMP truly 
encompasses key sectors which are so relevant in today’s economy. 
 
The value of the CMP and the engagement of its members were evident at the 
mechanism’s annual meeting held in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario in April 2010. The 
participation of such a large and committed group in this meeting was a clear signal of 
the importance our two countries attach not just to the CMP, but to the relationship 
between our two countries. 
 
We together extend our thanks to all of the working group co-chairs and participants in 
Mexico and Canada for their commitment and hard work, and look forward to another 
year of success in 2010. 
 
 
Elaine Feldman 
Canadian National Co-Chair and Assistant 
Deputy Minister for North America 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
Canada 

Julian Ventura 
Mexican National Co-Chair and  
Under-Secretary for North America 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mexico 
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THE CANADA-MEXICO PARTNERSHIP 
 
Through more than 65 years of diplomatic relations, Canada and Mexico have shared a 
dynamic and prosperous relationship as friends, as North American neighbours and as 
strategic partners in the Americas and beyond.  
 
The CMP was created in 2004 within the context of the 60th anniversary of Canada-
Mexico diplomatic relations and the 10th anniversary of NAFTA. It is based on an equal 
partnership between Canada and Mexico, and is an alliance spearheaded by senior-
level coordinators from both countries. It is a unique mechanism in that it draws on the 
best expertise among Mexicans and Canadians; and encourages partnering between 
the public and private sectors to develop realistic and results-oriented action plans that 
matter to real people. The engagement of the private sector as equal members is 
crucial to the success of the CMP; building a strong Canada-Mexico relationship is not 
for governments alone. Its unique partnering approach draws upon the expertise of 
those who have been actively engaged in developing Canada-Mexico linkages. 
 

Overall coordination and management of the CMP is led by the Foreign ministries of 
Canada and Mexico. Each Working Group is lead by senior Canadian and Mexican 
decision-makers from the government and the private sector within their specific 
sectors. Working Groups meet to advance their respective work-plans on an as-needed 
basis. The CMP has been designed to be fluid and respond to evolving needs and 
priorities. It can accommodate changes within Working Groups; while also facilitating 
the creation of new ones as the need arises. When results are realized, new priorities 
and objectives are set. For example, in the area of human capital, both countries agreed 
on a new approach to maximize our efforts in this area and ensure important linkages 
are made to the other Working Groups. 

The CMP currently encompasses the following Working Groups:  

 Agribusiness;  
 Energy;  
 Environment and Forestry;  
 Housing and Community Development;  
 Human Capital 
 Labour Mobility;  
 Trade, Investment, & innovation;  
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CANADA-MEXICO PARTNERSHIP WORKING GROUPS 
 

AGRI-BUSINESS WORKING GROUP 

 
MEXICAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Mariano Ruiz-Funes 

Undersecretary of Agriculture, 
SAGARPA 

 
Benjamin Grayeb  

Vice-President, National Agricultural 
Council 

 
CANADIAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Steve Tierney 

Assistant Deputy Minister, Agriculture 
and Agri-food Canada 

 
Ron Bonnett 

Vice-President, Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture 

 

 
The Year at a Glance 
 
The Agri-Business Working Group focused its efforts on the following subgroups:  
1) Beef & Livestock; 2) Pork & Swine; 3) Horticulture; 4) Pulses; and 5) Poultry. 
 
Success Stories 

 Participants learned about labour mobility and financing issues and opportunities 
currently facing the AgriBusiness sector via presentations and discussions.    

 

 The Beef and Livestock Subgroup agreed that Mexican and Canadian industries 
will request their respective Governments to normalize trade of all edible 
beef/bovine products if a positive science-based assessment is concluded by the 
responsible authorities. 

 

 The Pork and Swine Subgroup initiated information sharing on national check-off 
systems and national promotion and research efforts. 

 

 The Horticulture Subgroup agreed to promote educational and training activities 
to enhance understanding of common issues.  

 

 The Pulse Subgroup reviewed its joint activities completed to date, including 
research projects, bean consumption promotions, and information exchanges. 
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 The Poultry Subgroup, which met for the first time in 2010, gained a greater 
understanding of the Canadian and Mexican poultry systems and how to facilitate 
trade between the two countries. 

 
Looking Ahead 
 
The Agri-Business Working Group identified the following general objectives:  
 

 The Beef and Livestock Subgroup will collaborate in the organization of trade 
missions, exchanges of information and participation in food industry shows and 
events that support the development of both countries’ beef industries. 

 

 The Pork and Swine Subgroup will work together and with governments to 
strengthen work on animal health. 

 

 The Horticulture Subgroup will meet regularly to increase communication in order 
to better understand food quality and safety issues in both countries. 

 

 The Pulse Subgroup will investigate opportunities for young researchers and 
student exchanges. 

 
 

 
ENERGY WORKING GROUP 

 
MEXICAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Aldo Flores 

Director General, International Affairs, 
Secretariat of Energy (SENER) 

 
 

Lorenzo Arena  
President of the Mexican Association for 

Co-Generation and Self Supply 
 

 
CANADIAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Christine Donoghue 

Assistant Deputy Minister 
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) 

 
Lorena Patterson 

Vice-President 
TransCanada Pipelines Ltd. 

 
  
The Year at a Glance 
 

The Year at a Glance 
 
The Energy Working Group (EWG) upheld its commitment to enhance the cooperation of 
technical strategic alliances in the energy field among the public and private sectors of Canada 
and Mexico through its Technical Committees (TC’s). In an effort to streamline the efforts of the 
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working group, this year has seen the folding of the Infrastructure & Market Development TC 
and its relevant activities blended into the two ongoing TC’s: Oil and Gas – formerly known as 
the Upstream Hydrocarbons TC – and Electricity.    
 
Ongoing provincial involvement builds on the strength of the partnership. Albertan officials and 
companies continued to be engaged and met on various occasions with key Mexican 
stakeholders to create strategic alliances and business opportunities.  
 
Success Stories 
 

 Building on the Albertan Enhance Oil Recovery (EOR) mission to Mexico during the 2009 
CMP EWG meetings, PEMEX senior officials visited Calgary to explore partnering 
opportunities with Canadian companies. One of the events organized was a seminar on 
drilling opportunities with PEMEX, which featured about 100 representatives from 
Canadian drilling companies. Eight of those companies, active or looking to bid in 
Mexico, met with PEMEX for more detailed discussions.  
 

 Similarly, another Mexican mission focused on Carbon Capture and Storage visited 
various sites in Canada; including SaskPower’s Boundary Dam Generating Station and 
the Encana Weyburn and Apache Midale COR-EOR Oilfield. The mission was led by José 
Gonzales Santaló from Mexico’s IIE (Instituto de Investigaciones Electricas), and included 
representation from: PEMEX; CFE (Comision Federal de Electricidad); the Mexican 
Petroleum Institute; and Centro Mario Molina. 
 

 The CNH (National Hydrocarbon Commission), NEB (National Energy Board) and the 
ERCB (the Energy Resource Conservation Board) initiated discussions on the sharing of 
regulatory practices through the participation of CNH Commissioners at the ERCB 
Associated Gas Workshop in Calgary in November 2009. In February, ERCB officials also 
participated in the seminar organized in Mexico by SENER, PEMEX and CNH, with the 
support of the World Bank, on Best Practices regarding Gas Flaring Reduction. 
 

 The ETC (Electricity Technical Committee) agreed to create an online forum, which 
would enable Canadian companies to work with Mexican market participants to 
understand the market potential, develop small hydro projects, provide engineering 
expertise, manage projects, and share their respective experiences. The two countries 
have also shared information on the development of small hydro projects in Latin 
America and British Columbia.  

 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY WORKING GROUP  

 
MEXICAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
CANADIAN CO-CHAIRS: 
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ENVIRONMENT SUB-GROUP 

 
Enrique Lendo Fuentes 
Head, International Affairs  

Coordination Unit 
Department of Environment and  

Natural Resources 
 
 

 
David McGovern 

Assistant Deputy Minister 
International Affairs 

Environment Canada 
 
 

FORESTRY SUB-GROUP 

 
Jose Cibrían Tovar  

Director General  
CONAFOR  

 
 
 

 
Tom Rosser 

Director General 
Policy, Economics and Industry Branch, 

Canadian Forest Service (CFS), 
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) 

 
 
 

ENVIRONEMENT SUB-GROUP 
 

The Year at a Glance 
 
The Environment Subgroup has delivered on its commitment to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation through ongoing dialogue and by achieving significant progress on a multi-
year work plan that focuses on climate change policy and clean technology projects.  
Specific areas include promoting the comparability of national greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emission inventory and reporting systems, methane capture initiatives in the oil and gas, 
landfill and agriculture sectors to reduce GHG emissions and energy-efficient housing.   
 
Success Stories 
 

 Climate Change Workshop, held in Mexico City, brought together experts from 
both countries to build on the strategic direction that was established at the 2008-
2009 CMP in Cuernavaca.  A number of potential initiatives were identified -
Canadian expertise and technology could be used to reduce and mitigate GHGs 
as well as capacity building programming with Mexico over the 2009-2011 period 

 
 Zero Energy Housing (ZEH) Workshops (2), held in Mexico, led to the 

development and delivery of two charrettes designed to optimize performance in 
the Mexican market, taking into consideration regulations, climate, costs, and 
other variables.  

 
 Landfill Gas Workshop, held in Mexico focused on implementing an anaerobic 

biodigestor to treat organic matter and eliminate methane gas release from 
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landfill sites, by generating electricity from the biogas for municipal lighting or 
water pumping.   

 
Looking Ahead 
 

The Environment Subgroup will remain focused in 2010-2011 on practical, results-
oriented activities that help deliver on mutual climate change objectives, in particular 
those on capacity building and technology transfer, under the Copenhagen Accord.  
 

 Monitoring, reporting and verification for national GHG inventories. 
Collaborative efforts, including a 2-day workshop to be held in Mexico in Summer 
2010, will use Canadian expertise to help transition Mexico's GHG Reporting 
Program to an online-based system, creating a more robust Mexican national 
inventory. It is anticipated that outcomes of this work will be highlighted at the 
Cancun 2010 UNFCCC Conference. 

 

 Methane reduction and energy efficiency. Under the umbrella of the Methane-
to-Markets Partnership, cooperation will continue to facilitate public-private 
partnership activities in several key areas of opportunity, including the oil & gas 
sector, landfill gas, and the agriculture sector, where cooperation will continue to 
demonstrate Canadian low-temperature anaerobic biodigestor technology to 
reduce methane emissions from the swine farm industry. 

 

 Zero Energy buildings. Under the umbrella of Canada's membership in the 
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP), and building on 
the success of two 2010 design charrettes, three Mexican private sector builders 
- GEO, URBI and VINTE - will construct and/or retrofit 13 zero energy homes 
including 2 homes in Acapulco, 6 units in a three-story, 12-dwelling building in 
Veracruz, 1 home in Mexicali and 4 units in a three-story building in Playa del 
Carmen. VINTE will retrofit a demonstration ZEH in Playa del Carmen near the 
site of the Cancun 2010 UNFCCC Climate Conference. Cooperation will focus on 
developing case studies on the design process, technology solutions, 
performance and GHG emission reductions in the demonstration buildings. 

 
 
FORESTRY SUB-GROUP 
 
Success Stories 
 
The Forestry Subgroup progressed on the three initiatives identified at its first meeting 
where carbon budget accounting, bioenergy and forest fire protection were identified as 
priority topics for capacity building and collaboration.   

 

 To improve capacity in order to estimate the carbon dynamics in forest 
ecosystems, NRCan-CFS and CONAFOR continue to collaborate on the 
adaptation of the Canadian Forest Service’s Carbon Budget Model (CBM) at 
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local, regional and national scale in Mexico, and thus support Mexico in meeting 
the UNFCCC monitoring and reporting requirements of forest carbon stocks and 
net emissions and removals of CO2-eq greenhouse gases (GHG) from forests.  
Over the past three years, work has involved several CFS-led training workshops 
on the use of the Carbon Budget Model in Canada and Mexico, technical 
meetings in Canada, including the exchange of expertise and data with Mexico 
as capacity building and technology transfer efforts.   

 

 The ongoing exchange of information on national/state/provincial regulations, 
financing and incentives related to forest energy generation/production as well as 
the identification of potentially interested private sector participants and possible 
forest bioenergy investment projects in Mexico led to the complete review of pre-
feasibility results for a bioenergy pilot project in Durango.  

 

 Alberta and the State of Jalisco continue with the firefighter training initiative.  In 
2009/10, Alberta employed a number of Jalisco firefighters in various positions 
throughout the province to broaden training and experience levels.  Alberta also 
imported 21 firefighters from Jalisco in June 2009 through the mutual aid 
resource sharing agreement. 

 

 In a reciprocal work exchange program between CFS and CONAFOR, during the 
summer of 2009, a CONAFOR staff spent 3 weeks working in the CFS 
headquarters in the National Capital Region.  

 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
Over the coming year, the Forestry Subgroup will work to: 
 
 Collaborate in the selection and review of proposals for the establishment of two 

bioenergy pilot or demonstration facilities in Mexico, one in Durango, the other in 
Guerrero.  

 
 Cooperate on the organization of a symposium on the subject of Forest Biomass 

Energy, to be held in the Yucatan. 
 
 Explore opportunities for technical specialists from CONAFOR to participate in a 

short-term professional exchange with the combustion laboratories of CANMET, 
Natural Resources Canada, in Ottawa.  

 
 Advance the Alberta and State of Jalisco firefighter training initiative through the 

training of additional firefighters during the 2010 fire season.  Also, explore the 
possibility of importing Mexican firefighters to Alberta pending fire activity and 
hazard. 
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 Pending a formal response from CONAFOR on a mutual aid agreement with the 
Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre, pursue the development of an operational 
plan identifying designated officials responsible for wildland fire management 
activities and, among other things, setting forth specific criteria and procedures for 
responding to requests for assistance as well as for communications and border 
crossings. 

 
 Over the next two years, carbon budget accounting activities will focus on national 

estimates of Mexican GHG emissions and removals in the forest sector for reporting 
to UNFCCC; and analyses to develop a baseline and scenario estimates of reduced 
emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD). Preparation work for these 
tasks include additional (advanced) CBM-CFS3 training workshops to build capacity 
among Mexican partners.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  WORKING GROUP 

 
MEXICAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Ariel Cano Cuevas 

Director General 
Housing National Commission 

(CONAVI) 
 
 

 
CANADIAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
André Asselin 

Executive Director  
Canada Mortgage and Housing 

Corporation (CMHC) 

 
 
The Year at a Glance 
 
The Group has made progress on its objectives in the following areas: 
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Housing Finance - Exchanging views and ideas on the impact of the global financial 
and economic crisis on housing and housing finance systems in Canada and Mexico.  
Identifying and sharing best practices on financial mechanisms to support sustainable 
housing.  

 
Housing Policy – Sharing experiences on delivery models of affordable housing 
involving multiple levels of government and the effectiveness of recent stimulus 
measures involving the housing sector.  
 
Sustainable Technologies and Trade and Investment – Identifying Canadian 
technologies that can be incorporated into the construction of houses, including 
renewable technologies and hybrid construction methods.  Fostering bilateral trade and 
investment opportunities in the housing sector 
 
Success Stories 
 

 The Housing and Community Development and Energy Working Groups 
advanced their collaboration on Net Zero Housing.  A design charrette, a 
structured consultation process pioneered in Canada, was convened in Mexico.   
Key Mexican developers and working group members from the Housing and 
Energy Working Groups participated in the 2 day session to discuss 
requirements, design challenges and options for net zero demonstration homes 
in Mexico.   

   

 Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), the Canadian Embassy in 
Mexico City and CONAVI, hosted and delivered a Sustainable Community 
Planning Workshop.  This Workshop was delivered in conjunction with the design 
charrette and drew approximately 50 participants from the private and 
government sectors. The workshop allowed Canadian and Mexican experts to 
exchange sustainable community planning approaches, share best practices, 
and discuss the latest technological developments in energy, water and waste 
management.   

 

 CMHC continued with its efforts to disseminate technical information to the 
Mexican construction industry interested in hybrid and wood-frame construction 
and sustainable community planning.  Several workshop-type sessions have 
taken place in Canada and Mexico.   

 
Looking Ahead 
 

 The design charrette will inform the development of Net Zero demonstration 
projects in Mexico.  The Housing Working Group will collaborate with the 
Environment Working Group to advance a pilot project in Cancun, Mexico.  The 
Working Groups aspire to complete the pilot project in time for the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP16) in November, 2010.   
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 A workshop and study tour will be organized on Canada’s Mortgage Backed 
Securities model and rental market housing approaches.  

 

 The feasibility of a wood-frame demonstration project in Mexico will be 
investigated.  The Housing Working Group will explore linkages with the Net Zero 
demonstration project.  This work should advance efforts to study the 
performance and cost of concrete versus wood and hybrid systems in Mexico.  

 

 The Working Group will document the green mortgage experience (100,000 
loans were issued in 2009) in Mexico.  CMHC would like to deepen its 
understanding of the Mexican approach in developing green mortgages 
especially for the low income segment.  

 

 The Housing Working Group will continue to explore opportunities to bring 
Canadian and Mexican sustainable community planning experts together to 
identify and advance common interests.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUMAN CAPITAL WORKING GROUP 

 
MEXICAN RAPPORTEUR: 

 
Máximo Romero Jiménez 

Director General, Technical and 
Scientific Cooperation 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 
CANADIAN RAPPORTEUR: 

 
Chris Greenshields 

Director, International Education and 
Youth Division 

Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade 

 

 
 
The Year at a Glance 
 
This year, the Human Capital Working Group (HCWG) redefined its mandate and 
method of operation. A rapporteur/champion for each country was appointed with a role 
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to monitor, assess and report to the CMP regarding human capital initiatives.  Going 
forward, the rapporteurs/champions will consult with chairs of other working groups to 
identify opportunities to increase activities such as student and youth mobility, improve 
academic partnerships and enhance research collaboration between Canada and 
Mexico.  The group addressed specific steps to strengthen cooperation in this sector, 
namely regarding youth mobility and scholarships which led to two recent milestones in 
the bilateral relationship related to youth and students: the signing of a Youth Mobility 
MOU on May 27, 2010,during President Calderon’s official visit to Canada, and the 
revamping of the Canada-Mexico Awards program, June 2010. 
 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
The HCWG, as guided by its discussions with other CMP working groups, will focus on 
a limited number of projects and activities in order to maximize efforts and resources. 
 

 Construct and provide an inventory of activities on human capital between 
Canada and Mexico. 

 

 Encourage and support institutions from both countries to increase their 
collaboration.  The Conference of the Americas on International Education 
(October 2010, Calgary) provides an opportunity to advance this goal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LABOUR MOBILITY WORKING GROUP 

 
MEXICAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Jaime Domingo López Buitrón 

Undersecretary of Employment and 
Labour  

Secretariat of Labour 
  

Jorge Rodríguez Castañeda 
Chief of the International Affairs Unit 

Secretariat of Labour  
 

Alejandro Estivill 
Director General for North America 

 
CANADIAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Sandra Harder 

A/Director General of Immigration 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada 

 
Andrew Kenyon 

Director General of Temporary Foreign 
Workers and Labour Market 

Information, 
Human Resources and Skills 

Development Canada 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

 
 

 
 
The Year at a Glance 
 
The Labour Mobility Working Group (LMWG) launched pilot projects in the 
Tourism/Hospitality and Construction sectors in 2009 with the first workers arriving in 
Alberta in September 2009. Technical meetings were held in Victoria, British Columbia 
in July, 2009 and Mexico City, in December, 2009, to discuss the implementation of the 
pilot and the creation of a pilot evaluation framework. As of April 2010, a report covering 
the first phase of the pilot evaluation, which focuses on the experiences of the 
employers participating in the pilot, has been drafted and is being finalized by the 
LMWG members.    
 
Success Stories 
 

 The LMWG has successfully seen the initial arrival of workers to Canada from 
Mexico in an orderly, legal and safe manner.  

 

 The LMWG has conducted Phase 1 (employer survey) of the pilot evaluation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking ahead 
 
The Working Group identified the following general objectives for 2010 on which it will 
focus its efforts: 
 

 To finalize phase 1 of the pilot evaluation. 

 To draft and finalize phase 2 of the pilot evaluation (focusing on Canada, Mexico, 
and workers’ experiences with the pilot). 

 Canada will continue to work with Mexico to improve the online system used in 
the pilot process (SIMLEX). 

 Following the evaluation, to consider expanding the labour mobility pilot projects 
to other Canadian provinces and in other sectors. 

 To develop a new Work Plan of the LMWG (August 2010-August 2011). 
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TRADE, INVESTMENT AND INNOVATION WORKING GROUP 

 
MEXICAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Eduardo Ramos 

Head of the Unit for Coordination of 
International Negotiations 

Secretary of Economy 
 

Arturo Elízaga 
Director General of the Mexican 

Council of Enterprises and Foreign 
Trade and Technology 

 

 
CANADIAN CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Elaine Feldman 

Assistant Deputy Minister 
Foreign Affairs and International 

Trade Canada 
 

Rosalind Wilson 
President of the Canadian Chamber of 

Commerce in Mexico 
 

 
The Year at a Glance 
 
 The Trade Investment and Innovation Working Group (TIIWG) upheld its commitment 
to enhance cooperation among the public and private sectors of Canada and 
Mexico with a view to achieving enhanced competitiveness in sectors of mutual priority.  
 
Success Stories 
 

 Advanced Manufacturing: Building on strong commitment to work together 
to increase the global competitiveness of the Advanced Manufacturing 
sectors In June 2009, Ontario's International Marketing Centre and the 
Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade organized 
a series of seminars to acquaint Canadian business with opportunities in 
the Mexican automotive sector.  The events were held in Oshawa, 
Kitchener and Windsor and provided a framework for information sharing 
on tool, die and mould demand in the Mexican auto parts industry.  In 
November 2009, a delegation of 22 Ontario companies participated in an 
automotive mission led by the Honourable Sandra Pupatello, Ontario's 
Minister of Economic Development and Trade to Mexico (to the states of 
Puebla, Querétaro, Nuevo León, and Mexico) resulting in the signing of 
bilateral Memoranda of Understanding for collaboration in areas of mutual 
priority respectively between the Province of Ontario and the States of 
Nuevo Leon and Coahuila.  In March 2010, the Canadian Association of 
Mold Makers (CAMM) and the Canadian Federation of Plastics and 
Alliances Composites (FEPAC) entered into a strategic partnership to 
create new network opportunities, including potential initiatives with 
Mexican partners, such as the co-organization of trade and technology 
missions.    

  
 Aerospace: The recognition of mutual interest and cooperation in Canada 

and Mexico’s respective Aerospace industries has increased. In June and 
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August 2009, ProMéxico organized Aerospace business seminars in 
Montréal and Toronto. In December 2009, Canadian aerospace companies, 
associations and research entities participated in a trade and 
innovation mission to Acapulco, Mexico (AeroExpo 2009). Canadian 
aerospace firms then took part in a supply chain mission to Querétaro and 
Chihuahua with a view to increasing supply chain cooperation with Mexican 
companies. A group of aerospace companies from Canada followed 
up with a trade mission to the states of México, Querétaro, Chihuahua and 
Monterrey in March 2010.   

 
 Information and Communications Technologies: The 10th Ibero-American 

Gathering of Digital Cities, held in Veracruz in October 2009, provided an 
opportunity to share Canada’s WiMAX experience with a number of 
Mexican state governments. Canada’s embassy in Mexico, supported by 
the International Development Research Council of Canada, organized a 
business seminar on WiMAX technologies.  The president of Québec City's 
Zone d’Accès Publique (ZAP), a public-private partnership with a mandate 
to increase web accessibility in public places, discussed strategy for 
expanding use of the technology. 

 
 Innovation: There was considerable progress in developing closer 

cooperation regarding developing innovative new technologies with 
strong market potential.   

 
 

 Canadian nanotechnology expertise was shared with a pan-Mexico 
audience during Mexico`s inaugural Nanotechnology Conference in 
Monterrey, 2009.  

 

 In November 2009, the Monterrey International City of Knowledge 
and the Quebec Centre for Innovation in Biotechnology (CQIB) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding relative to Mexico`s first 
Biotechnology Incubator, with a view to achieving two-way benefits 
through capacity exchange and support for the eventual 
establishment of start-ups in the respective jurisdictions.   

 

 In December 2009, Canadian representatives from the Composites 
Innovation Centre (CIC) of Manitoba and the Atlantic Alliance of 
Aerospace and Defence Association (AAADA) shared Canadian 
innovation experience in Aerospace through keynote presentations 
at a seminar during Aeroexpo 2009 in Acapulco, entitled Providing 
State-of-the-Art Technologies & Services for Global Supply Chains.  

 

 In March 2010, Canadian and Mexican academics, industry 
representatives and government representatives met in Chihuahua 
to take part in bilateral science-industry workshops regarding mutual 
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priority.  The workshop featured the theme of Innovation in Water 
Sustainability Technologies, where participants discussed 
applications for new technologies in the use and management of 
water and was hosted by CIMAV Chihuahua (Centre for Research in 
Advanced Materials) and supported by the Mexican National 
Science and Technology Council (CONACyT), the Canadian 
MITACS Network of Centres of Excellence, and Canada's 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade.   

 

 In the spring of 2010 a decision was taken to open an office of 
Mexico's TechBa business accelerator in Vancouver.  The 
Vancouver TechBa, which will be officially inaugurated in August 
2010, will promote bilateral cooperation in the private sector, 
particularly in the areas of New Media and Information Technologies, 
and possibly other sectors in the medium to longer term.  

 
 Investment: Progress was achieved in the area of two-way investment 

promotion, including an initiative which resulted in the decision 
by Canadian Arnprior Aerospace to set up operations in Chihuahua 
beginning in April 2010. As well, the Canadian Consulate in Monterrey, in 
cooperation with the COPARMEX Employers` Confederation of Nuevo 
Leon, hosted an investment seminar aimed at increasing awareness of 
Canadian opportunities for Mexican investors in the area of innovation, 
Optimizing Revenues through Innovation in Canada.  

 
Looking Ahead  
 
The TIIWG identified the following objectives, actions and sector specific projects under 
the rubric of promoting Strategic Alignment and Collaboration in Innovation as tools for 
increasing business competitiveness:  
  
Strategic Alignment: 
 

 Creation of an Advanced Manufacturing Task Force, to address issues relating to 
human capital development, innovation and efficient logistics.  

 Facilitation of an institutional connection between COMCE (the Consejo 
Mexicano de Comercio Exterior) and a Canadian equivalent,  e.g., the CME 
(Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters Association) to foster enhanced 
cooperation between the private sectors of Mexico and Canada and help 
promote broader knowledge in Canada of trade and investment opportunities in 
Mexico. 

 Diffusion information on the TII Working Group within CMP web pages hosted by 
public and private sector organizations. 

  
Collaboration in Innovation: 
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 Promotion of a proposal to CMP Co-Chairs on a potential bilateral arrangement 
on Science, Technology and Innovation. 

 Making Digital Media a focus for 2011-2012. 

 Fostering collaboration among CMP Working Groups, including the development 
of projects to identify and develop innovative new technologies with strong 
market potential, such as in Information Technologies and Clean & Renewable 
Technologies.  

 
 
Acronyms and Initialisms 
  
 
AAFC  Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
ABWG Agri-Business Working Group 
ACCC  Association of Canadian Community Colleges 
AMEG  Asociacion Mexicana de Engordadores de Ganado Bovino 
ANUIES National Association of Universities and Higher Education Institutes 
AUCC  Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada 
CMHC Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
COMCE Mexican Foreign Trade Council 
CONACYT  Mexico’s National Council for Science and Technology 
CONAFOR  Mexico’s Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources 
CONAVI Mexico’s National Housing Commission 
DFAIT  Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
EWG  Energy working group 
GPS  Global positioning system 
HCWG Human capital working group 
HRSDC  Human Resources and Social Development Canada 
IAM  HRDSC’s International Academic Mobility program 
IIE  Electricity Research Institute 
INIFAP Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Forestales y Agropecuarias (Mexico) 
LMWG Labour Mobility Working Group 
MOU  Memorandum of understanding 
NCE  Network of centres of excellence 
NRCan Natural Resources Canada 
PEMEX Petróleos Mexicanos (Mexico’s state-owned petroleum company) 
QWEB Quebec Wood Export Bureau 
SENER  Mexican Secretariat of Energy 
TC  Technical committee 
TIST  Trade, Investment and Science & Technology 
WG  Working group 
 


